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Dear Parents and Carers 

The start to our Summer term has gone well.  Reception class did a marvellous job of overseeing 
the hatching of the ducklings this year, Year 1 had their class trip, Year 2 gave a brilliant 
assembly, Year 6 made tremendous effort when sitting their SATs and then had a lovely trip to 
the Hawth Cinema, Year 5 visited the STEM event at Crawley College, and our Come & Share 
Our Learning event went well when the children’s parents and carers joined the classrooms for a 
morning visit. 

The children have embraced our new way of celebrating birthdays, and the children that have 
chosen to dress in their own clothes for the day to celebrate their birthday have really enjoyed 
having the opportunity to do so.  The birthday assembly has proved to be very popular and a 
lovely way for the whole school to celebrate everyone’s birthdays. 

Thank you for all your support once again this term, we do appreciate it.  We hope you have a 
lovely half term break and we will see the children back in school on Monday, 1st June 2026. 

West Green Team 

MAY 2026 

Outstanding Effort 

The children have continued with their creative streak this term, here is a selection of some of 
their lovely work.  Well done to everyone! 

Some 
impressive 

crochet work... 

..some very detailed sewing from Year 5... ...some 
wonderful 

engineering... 

Non uniform day for 10 Little Toes Baby Bank 

We had a non-uniform day in order to collect 
donations for Ten Little Toes Baby Bank.  
They are a great charity that provide essential 
support to many families within our 
community.  Ten Little Toes were very grateful 
for your help.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated.  
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Reception Ducklings 

The children in Reception class have once again done a marvellous job this term in overseeing 

the hatching of, and then caring for some ducklings.  They even helped teach them how to swim.  

They were so responsible and we are very proud of how well they behaved around the ducklings 

so that they did not frighten them.  Well done to all of the Reception class. 

We are very careful to ensure that we source our duckling hatching kit from an ethical source.  

For more information visit the Incredible Eggs website at www.incredibleeggs.co.uk 

...to this... We went from this... ...and look at us now!  

Thank you for looking after us Reception class (and for teaching us how to swim)! 
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The School Council’s Golden Table is going well, and the children love it when their class get to 

sit at the Golden Table at lunch break.  What a great idea our School Council had to make 

lunchtimes a nicer experience for everyone! 

Reception Trip to Washbrooks Farm 

Reception class had a great time when they visited Washbrooks Farm this term.  Here is what 

their teachers had to say… 

“Reception had 'the best day ever!', on our trip to Washbrooks Farm.  We got up close to, and 
learnt lots of facts about many animals including rabbits, tortoises, goats, horses, pigs, donkeys 
and many more.  Afterwards, we climbed aboard a tractor where we drove round spotting lots 
more animals.  We then had lots of fun and built on our physical skills, by jumping on the 
trampolines and bouncing pillow, climbing on a pirate ship, exploring an obstacle course and 
driving mini tractors and bikes.  The children were absolutely amazing, and we are so proud of 
our Reception superstars! 

Mrs Whitlock & Miss Delgado - EYFS/Reception Teachers 
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Year 1 Sea Life Centre Class Trip 

Our Year 1 class visited the Sea Life Centre in Brighton for their class trip.  Here is an update 

from their teachers… 

“Year 1 had a brilliant time on our school trip to the SeaLife Centre.  We were able to see a 
wide range of incredible sea creatures and particularly enjoyed putting our hands into rock 
pools and having lunch with giant turtles and sharks!  This is what some of the Year 1 children 
had to say about it;” 

“It was fun going under the tunnel and seeing tiny clown fish like nemos and going under the big 
tunnel and seeing the big fish over our heads.” 

“It was the best day ever.  I loved the sharks and there were jelly fish.” 

“It was great.  Amazing.  I touched a shark's egg and my favourite bit was seeing the leopard 
sharks.” 

Mrs Brotherton and Miss Jeffery - Year 1 Teachers 

Year 2 Assembly 

Year 2 gave a great assembly to their parents and 

carers.  Here is what their class teacher had to 

say… 

‘Year 2 had their assembly this half term and what 
a show it was!  They read out wonderful writing, 
shared beautiful art work and became scientists on 
stage.  All the children read so clearly and 
confidently, really showing how far they have come 
since starting Year 2.  Their singing of a British folk 
song was so fantastic and definitely made a few 
adults emotional.  What a brilliant show for all, well done every one of you.  You made me and 
the Year 2 team very proud!’ 

Ms Shaw - Year 2 Teacher 
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Our parents and carers joined us again for our Come and Share Our Learning morning.  The 

children always love showing their parents/carers what they have been learning in school.  We 

had approximately 110 parents and carers join us in school which was brilliant.  Thank you to 

everyone who was able to join us, we do realise that some parents were not able to attend due 

to work commitments.  If you were not able to attend and have any questions about come and 

share our learning, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Come & Share Our Learning 

Our Year 5 class had the opportunity to visit the STEM event at Crawley College recently.  They 

got some fresh air by walking there and back.  They behaved very well, this is what their 

teacher had to say… 

“During the Year 5 class visit to the STEM event, the children had a fantastic time taking part in 
a range of exciting activities.  They solved puzzles, took structures apart and rebuilt them, and 
enjoyed interactive games that encouraged teamwork and problem-solving.  The children also 
learnt about different hazards, how the human body works, and how to perform CPR.  One of 
the highlights of the day was a competition where they had to guess the number of sweets in a 
jar, and we were thrilled to have a lucky winner in our class from all the schools that entered.” 

Mrs Riadat - Year 5 class teacher 

Year 5 STEM Trip 
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Year 6 took their SATs tests this term, and the effort every Year 6 pupil made did not go 

unnoticed.  Not only did they handle the tests well, they really supported each other during the 

process 

They were treated to a SATs top up breakfast every morning before they sat the tests, and it 

seemed to do the trick at they went into the SATs with an air of confident calmness.  The end of 

SATs week ended with the children being given their leavers hoodies, and a trip to The Hawth 

cinema where they had the entire cinema to themselves.  What a treat! 

Well done Year 6, the hardest part is behind you!  Now that the SATs are out of the way Year 6 

can concentrate on working on their end of year performance, which we are all looking forward 

to. 

Year 6 SATs Week... 

...Followed By A Junk Percussion Workshop 

Year 6 put their musical hats on and joined in with a junk percussion workshop.  They made an 

incredible sound, and had a lot of fun doing it.  They made music out of everyday objects such as 

brooms, bin lids, water bottles and a host of other items.  It was very creative! 
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Nursery Update 
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There are many free educational resources available for parents and children.  Here are a few 

that you may find of interest.  If you know of any that are not listed below, and feel they would be 

beneficial to parents and/or children, then please let the school know. 

 

• https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/ - Learn English, songs, and stories.  

• https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ - Good site with some free phonics games.  

• https://www.funwithspot.com/ - Try creating your own spot story.  

• http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ - Lots of maths and literacy games.  

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ - Games of varying quality to support different areas of 

learning.  

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize - Great learning resources. 

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ - Interactive books and reading resources to share with 

children. 

• https://urbrainy.com/ - The ‘Daily Challenge’ covers maths, mental arithmetic skills for all 

primary schools 

• https://ictgames.com/ - Great numeracy and literacy resources.  

• www.kidsonlineworld.com - A good source of online information for parents/carers, children 

and professionals. 

Educational Resources 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.funwithspot.com/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://urbrainy.com/
https://ictgames.com/
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Half Termly Attendance Class Winners 

There has been some friendly class rivalry in school this half of the term for the class who has the 

best attendance each week.  Here is the list of weekly winners: 

 

Week 1: Year 6 - 98.98%  

Week 2: Year 3 - 97.67%  

Week 3: Year 4 - 98.62%  

Week 4: Year 3 - 98.33%  

Week 5: Year 4 - 97.64%  

Week 6: Year 3 - 96.25%  

 

The overall winner for this half term is:  Year 4 with an average attendance of 96.26%. 

 

We are very pleased with the effort the children have made with their attendance this term, and 

well done to their parents too! 

 

As you are likely aware, one of the education areas that the government is focusing on is school 

attendance.  This is due to an increase in poor attendance since the pandemic.  The following is 

an exert from ’working together to improve school attendance’ DFE 2024  

The law on school attendance and right to a full-time education  

The law entitles every child of compulsory school age to an efficient, full-time education suitable 

to their age, aptitude, and any special educational need they may have.  It is the legal 

responsibility of every parent to make sure their child receives that education either by 

attendance at a school or by education otherwise than at a school.  

Where parents decide to have their child registered at school, they have an additional legal duty 

to ensure their child attends that school regularly.  This means their child must attend every day 

that the school is open, except in a small number of allowable circumstances such as being too ill 

to attend or being given permission for an absence in advance from the school. 

This is essential for pupils to get the most out of their school experience, including their 

attainment, wellbeing, and wider life chances.  The pupils with the highest attainment at the end 

of key stage 2 and key stage 4 have higher rates of attendance over the key stage compared to 

those with the lowest attainment. 
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Important Safeguarding Notice 

Algospeak: The Language of Social Media and it’s Impact on the English Language 

 

What is Algospeak? 

Algospeak involves altering words by substituting letters, using euphemisms, emojis, or spacing 

to avoid triggering filters on sensitive topics such as mental health, politics, or controversial 

issues.  For example, “unalive” is used instead of “suicide,” and “seggs” replaces “sex.”  This 

coded language helps users discuss taboo or restricted subjects without censorship. 

Why did it develop? 

Social media platforms use algorithms to moderate content and keep communities safe.   

However, these algorithms often lack nuance, leading users to invent new ways to express 

themselves freely while avoiding automatic bans or content removal.  This ongoing cat-and-

mouse dynamic has fostered an evolving digital shift that is shaped by both necessity and 

creativity. 

What is the impact on children's day-to-day language? 

The rise of algospeak is significantly shaping how children and teenagers communicate, both 

online and offline.  Since young people are among the most active social media users, they 

quickly adopt these coded words, phrases, and creative spellings as part of their everyday 

language.  This blending of online language with face-to-face communication reflects how deeply 

digital culture influences youth identity and social interactions.  Algospeak encourages linguistic 

creativity and adaptability.  Kids learn to play with language, inventing new terms or altering 

existing words to express sensitive emotions or topics in a less direct and more socially 

acceptable way.  This can help them navigate difficult conversations and build community with 

peers who understand the code.  However, this shift also creates a communication gap between 

younger generations and adults - parents, teachers, and other authority figures - who may not be 

familiar with these evolving terms.  Such gaps can lead to misunderstandings or concerns, 

especially when the language relates to topics like mental health or online safety. 

 

Conclusion 

Ultimately, algospeak is more than just internet slang - it reflects how social media and 

technology are actively reshaping the English language, especially among younger generations.  

By adapting language to navigate digital algorithms, kids and teens are driving a linguistic 

evolution that blends creativity, culture, and communication.  While this new language can 

sometimes create gaps between generations, it also offers fresh ways to express complex ideas 

and emotions in an ever-changing online world.  As social media continues to grow, 

understanding algospeak is essential for appreciating how language adapts to new challenges 

and how communication evolves in the digital age.  

 

 

 

The above information was provided by www.kidsonlineworld.com 
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Staffing Updates 

We will keep you updated on our new starters as and when they arrive.  You can find information 

on school jobs that are currently available by visiting:  www.westsussex.gov.uk/jobs/school-jobs/ 

You can then type in the location where you are searching for jobs, i.e. Crawley, Horsham etc. 

Our Year 6 teacher Mr Wretham and his wife are proud new parents to their 

baby girl who was born weighing 9lb 10oz.  Congratulations to both of you! 
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Supporting Our Local Community 

Many of you may have noticed the old railway signal box by the railway 

crossing at the end of Brighton Road.  They often have open days where you 

can have a look around the signal box.  It really is an interesting piece of our 

Crawley history and is well worth a look.  It is a great experience for children 

(especially if you happen to be in the signal box when a train is going past).  

Their next open day will be on Saturday, 20th June 2026, between 12:00 

midday – 4:00p.m. but this is subject to change.  The signal box is only 

kept open and in such good condition due to the volunteers who give up their 

time to preserve it’s history, so your support would be greatly appreciated.  

It’s a lovely opportunity to make a memory with your child.  Sadly one of the 

founder members of the Crawley Signal Box society, Jim Nunn, passed away 

recently after a short illness.  He was a great supporter of the signal box and 

will be greatly missed by his family and friends. 

Crawley Signal Box (Brighton Road) 

Tilgate junior parkrun is a FREE 2km event for juniors of all standards, which takes place every 
Sunday at 9:00am in Tilgate Park,  

It offers an opportunity for all the family to get involved and come together on a regular basis to 
enjoy Tilgate Park.  They want to encourage people to run, walk, volunteer and be together 
irrespective of their ability. 

Taking part is easy – just register in advance before your first ever parkrun.  Your individual 
barcode can then be used for this weekly 2k event, or on any of the weekly 5k parkruns around 
the country. 

It is a free event but Park Run ask you to please register at  https://www.parkrun.org.uk/tilgate-
juniors/ before you first come along.  You only need to register with Park Run once. 

Junior Park Run at Tilgate 

Ten Little Toes Baby Bank 

We try to support Ten Little Toes Baby Bank when we can.  They work very hard to make sure 

every growing family gets off to a good start.  The support they give parents, carers and children 

is invaluable.  If you are ever in a position to make a donation to them you can find out what 

donations would be of use by having a look on their website. 

If you are ever in need and would like to ask Ten Little Toes Baby Bank for help, you can contact 

them in one of the following ways:- 

Website:  www.tenlittletoesbabybank.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/tenlittletoesbabybank 

Instragram:  @tenlittletoes_babybank 

TikTok:  @tenlittletoes_babybank  

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/tilgate-juniors/
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/tilgate-juniors/
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Cost of Living Crisis — where to find help if you need it 

turn2us 

This website is designed to help you find out if you are able to get help with your energy bills.  
There are many grants out there you may not know about.  Some energy suppliers have their 
own grant scheme in place.  You can ask your supplier if they have a scheme, and what the 
criteria is for claiming a grant.  Turn2us also has other useful links in relation to other household 
bills e.g. water bills.  To search for grants that you may be eligible for, you can use an easy tool 
on https://www.turn2us.org.uk.  Tel:  0808 802 2000 
 

StepChange Debt Charity 

If you are worried about any debt, you can contact the StepChange Debt Charity for free advice 
on https://www.stepchange.org.  Tel:  0800 138 1111 
 

Food Banks in Crawley 

There are a number of food banks in Crawley, if you do a web search you should be able to find 
some details.  Listed below are some contact details to help get you started: 

Freeshop - info@freeshopcrawley.com - Tel:  07861 907133 

Crawley Food Bank Partnership (they are The Easter Team and also Crawley Open House who 
are working together) 

Tel The Easter Team:  07940 900948/Tel Crawley Open House:  01293 447702  
 

Government and Local Council Resources 

The government have an online tool to help people check the benefits and financial support they 
might be able to apply for.  You can check at: 

www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support you can also find help at: 

www.crawley.gov.uk/moneyworries 

Your local council may be able to help you pay for things like: 

• Energy and water bills; 

• Food; 

• Essential items such as clothes or even an oven. 
 
This help is known as Welfare Assistance or the Household Support Fund.  Each council runs its 
own scheme.  The help they offer, and who can get it, varies.  Ask your local council if they run 
one of these schemes.  You do not have to be in receipt of benefits to get help from your local 
council.  If you are in receipt of benefits, they will not be affected if you get help from one of these 
schemes.  See below for information on the WSCC Community Hub. 
 

Community Hub 

WSCC have a community hub for anyone who may need help.  You can request support from the 
Hub, including accessing the Household Support Fund, and where to get advice. 

WSCC are focused on making sure they continue to support the most vulnerable people in our 
community. 

If your request is urgent, for example, you are going to run out of food within the next two days, 
please phone 033 022 27980 so that they can make sure you get the help you need as quickly as 
possible. 

tel:07940900948
tel:01293447702
tel:03302227980
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Trim Trail and Tyre Trail 

At the end of the school day it has been noted that parents are allowing their children to play on the trim trail outside 

the classrooms.  If you do allow your child to use the trim trail (or tyres) at drop off/collection time it is your 

responsibility to ensure they use it safely.  Please keep an eye on your children at all times during drop off/

collection to/from school to ensure their safety. 

Change of Details 

If any of your contact details change (address, home phone, mobile etc), please inform the school office so they can 

update the school records accordingly. 

Medication 

From time to time we will sometimes administer paracetamol to a child if they are feeling unwell, but it is not 

necessary to send them home.  The brand we use is Calpol paracetamol 6+ (so cannot be administered to anyone 

under 6 years old).  For this to be administered to your child you will have needed to have signed a form giving your 

permission.  We will always telephone you to get your permission before we administer any paracetamol, but 

without the signed consent form we cannot administer it in any event.  This is also relevant for antihistamine’s.  We 

use Piriton, but only if the parent has provided written consent and also verbal consent just before it is administered.  

No child is allowed to carry their own medication in school.  Please speak to the school office for further advice. 

Uniform 

You can order uniform with the school loco from:  www.myclothing.com  or buy it without a logo from a local 

supermarket/shop. 

Mobile Phones 

Please can you remind your child that if they bring a mobile phone to school with them, they must not use the phone 

whilst on the school premises.  All phones must be turned off when your child has arrived at school, and handed to 

their class teacher.  All phones will be returned at the end of the school day. 

Asthma Inhalers/Auto Injectors 

If we hold an asthma inhaler or auto injector for your child, when that item is out of date we will contact you and ask 

you to provide us ones that are in date.  Please make sure that you provide us in date items as a matter of pri-

ority.  It is for your child’s safety and must be acted upon immediately. 

Films at Christmas and Easter (and throughout the school year) 

Mainly at Christmas and Easter time we will sometimes arrange for the children to watch a film as an end of term 

treat.  The films will either be a ‘U’ or ‘PG’ certificate.  We would never show a film that we judged to be 

inappropriate.  However, if you do not wish your child to watch a ‘PG’ certificate film then please let the 

school office know so that a different film can be chosen for your child’s class to watch. 

No Nuts Reminder 

Please remember that we are a ‘No Nuts’ school.  This means that no food brought into school by either children or 

staff should contain nuts.  This includes Nutella (there are other alternative chocolate spreads available that do not 

contain nuts). 

First Aid 

We have trained First Aid staff at our school setting.  If you do not wish for your child to receive First Aid (non 

emergency) then the onus is on you as a parent/carer to inform the school of your decision. 

Birthdays and Treats 

We love birthdays, and we love celebrating them even more!  From April 2026, we ask that parents/carers no longer 

provide sweet treats to be shared with their child’s class.  Instead we will celebrate children’s birthdays within the 

school as per the letter on the school website.  All sweet treats can be shared at a child ’s birthday party or similar 

event. 

http://www.myclothing.com
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When the children return to school in the 

Autumn term on Thursday, 3rd September 2026, 

the school gates will open at 8:40a.m. (currently 

they open at 8:30a.m.).  This means that the 

children will go straight into class ready for 

registration at 8:50a.m.  The school opening 

times from September 2026, are: 

 

School gates open at: 8:40a.m. 

 

Classroom doors open at: 8:40a.m. 

 

Registration at: 8:50p.m. 

 

School finish time: 3:20p.m. 

Important Information 

Change to School Gate Opening 

Times From September 2026 
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The language café is designed to support people living in local accommodation, but everyone 

who would like to join is welcome.  It provides a friendly and welcoming environment where 

participants can practise English, build confidence, and connect with others over a cup of coffee.  

The Language Café is completely free to attend and has proven to be an empowering way for 

people to improve their English and feel more included in the community.  The café will continue 

running until March 2027. 
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